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Key Definitions and Fundamental Assumptions

Family.
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Table 1.1. Examples of Definitions of Family Across Time

Murdock

(1949)

ÒThe family is a social group characterized

by common residence, economic

cooperation, and reproduction. It includes

adults of both sexes, at least two of whom

maintain a socially approved sexual

relationship, and one or more children,

own or adopted, of the sexually cohabiting

adultsÓ (p. 1).

Jorgenson

(1989)

ÒA system of relations that comes about

as individuals define those relations in

their everyday communications with

anotherÓ (p. 28).

Stacey

(1990)

ÒA unit that may have residence but rather

one that is based on Òmeaning and

relationshipÓ (p. 6).

Popenoe

(1993)

ÒA relatively small domestic group of kin

(or people in a kin-like relationship)

consisting of at least one adult and one

dependent personÓ (p. 529).

Bedford &

Blieszner

(1997)

ÒA family is a set of relationships

determined by biology, adoption,

marriage, and in some societies, social

designation, and existing even in the

absence of contact or affective

involvement, and, in some cases, even

after the death of certain membersÓ (p.

526).

Allen, Fine,

& Demo

(2000)

ÒCharacterized by two or more persons

related by birth, adoption, marriage, or

choice. Families are É defined by

socioemotional ties, and enduring

responsibilities, particularly in terms of one
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or more membersÕ dependence on others

for support and nurturanceÓ (p. 1).

Koerner &

Fitzpatrick

(2002)

ÒA group of intimates who generate a

sense of home and group identity and

who experience a shared history and a

shared futureÓ (p. 71).

Sabourin

(2003)

ÒThe family is an agent of socialization,

performing the tasks necessary to develop

children and citizensÓ (p. 33).

Galvin,

Bylund, &

Brommel

(2004)

ÒNetworks of people who share their lives

over long periods of time bound by ties of

marriage, blood, or commitment, legal or

otherwise, who consider themselves as

family and who share a significant history

and anticipated future of functioning in a

family relationshipÓ (p. 6).

Braithwaite

& Baxter

(2006)

ÒA social group of two or more persons,

characterized by ongoing

interdependence with long-term

commitments that stem from blood, law, or

affectionÓ (p. 3).
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a social group of two or more

persons, characterized by ongoing interdependence with

long-term commitments that stem from blood, law, or

affection
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Family Communication

family communication

messages that are intentionally or unintentionally

exchanged both within a system of individuals who

generate a sense of belonging and collective identity and

who experience a shared history and future, and between

Olson, Loreen N., et al. The Dark Side of Family Communication, Polity Press, 2012. ProQuest Ebook Central,
         http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uccs/detail.action?docID=1603100.
Created from uccs on 2020-05-20 08:47:38.

C
o
p
y
ri
g
h
t 

©
 2

0
1
2
. 

P
o
lit

y
 P

re
s
s
. 
A

ll 
ri
g
h
ts

 r
e
s
e
rv

e
d
.



these individuals and outsiders

within

between

Dark Family Communication

dark family communication
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synchronic or

diachronic production of harmful, morally suspect, and/

or socially unacceptable messages, observed and/or

experienced at one or multiple interlocking structures of

interaction, that are the products or causes of negative

effects (temporary or long term) within the family

system .

Table 1.2. Characteristics of the Dark Side of Family

Communication

Characteristics Corresponding Assertions
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The Nature of

Dark

Communication

(The ÒWhatÓ)

¥ Involves verbal and/or nonverbal

messages that are deemed

harmful, morally suspect, and/or

socially unacceptable

¥ Contains various shades of

darkness in dark family

communication

¥ Contains a positivity and

negativity dialectic

Meaning-Making

Processes (The

ÒHowÓ)

¥ Communication that is (in

actuality or perceived as)

intentional or unintentional

¥ Experienced by interactants and/

or observed by uninvolved

individuals

Interlocking

Interaction

Structures (The

ÒWhereÓ)

¥ Exists within and is influenced by

four interlocking structures of

interaction: individual, dyadic,

familial, and social

Time (The

ÒWhenÓ)

¥ Involves effects that evolve over

time (synchronic and diachronic)

¥ Needs to be understood as both

process and product

Characteristic 1: The Nature of Dark

Communication
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indirect

direct

dark family

communication involves verbal and/or nonverbal

messages that are deemed harmful, morally suspect,

and/or socially unacceptable.

shades of darkness.
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there are various shades of darkness in dark family

communication

dark

family communication contains a positivity and

negativity dialectic.
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Characteristic 2: Meaning-Making Processes

Involved with Dark Family Communication
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dark

family communication may be (in actuality or perceived

as) intentional or unintentional.
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dark family communication may be experienced by

interactants and/or observed by uninvolved individuals.
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Characteristic 3: Interlocking Interaction

Structures

First, with regard to the individual structure
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dyadic interaction structure

family interaction structure
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social interaction structure
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dark family communication exists within and
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is influenced by four interlocking structures of

interaction: individual, dyadic, familial, and social.

Characteristic 4: Time

time,
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dark message production,

meaning-making processes, and effects of these evolve

over time (synchronic and diachronic)

dark family communication cannot be fully understood

as either process or product; it must entail both

Chapter Summary
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Meet the Moores
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Discussion Questions
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For Further Thought and Discussion

Theoretical Considerations

Practical Considerations
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Methodological Considerations

Olson, Loreen N., et al. The Dark Side of Family Communication, Polity Press, 2012. ProQuest Ebook Central,
         http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/uccs/detail.action?docID=1603100.
Created from uccs on 2020-05-20 08:47:38.

C
o
p
y
ri
g
h
t 

©
 2

0
1
2
. 

P
o
lit

y
 P

re
s
s
. 
A

ll 
ri
g
h
ts

 r
e
s
e
rv

e
d
.


