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In February of 2022, the Consortium of Social Science Associations released its College & University Rankings by Federal 
Social and Behavioral Science R&D Funding (FY 2020). These rankings highlight the leading institutions for federally financed 
research and development expenditures in the social and behavioral sciences. Data are derived from the National Center for 
Science and Education Statistics’ Higher Education Research and Development (HERD) Survey for fiscal year 2020. 

The leading institutions for federally financed R&D expenditures are listed below. 
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Source: Consortium of Social Science Associations, College & University Rankings by Federal Social and Behavioral Science R&D Funding (FY 2020). 
The complete rankings can be found here: https://cossa.org/social-science/rankings/.

Note: The “Federal SBS R&D” column represents combined federal research and development expenditures for social sciences, psychology, 
law, communications, and social work.

R A N K I N ST I T U T ION FEDER A L SBS R & D (F Y 2020)

1 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor $97,793,000

2 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill $89,841,000

3 University of Maryland $53,123,000

4 University of Minnesota, Twin Cities $40,822,000

5 University of Southern California $39,750,000

6 Pennsylvania State University, University Park and Hershey Medical Center $39,196,000

7 Arizona State University $36,120,000

8 Michigan State University $34,389,000

9 University of Wisconsin-Madison $32,491,000

10 Harvard University $30,411,000


