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In March 2021, The Hope Center for College, Community, and Justice released #Realcollege 2021: Basic Needs Insecurity 
During the Ongoing Pandemic. This report explores how enrolled college students were affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Findings are based on data from the 2020 #RealCollege Survey, which was fielded in the fall of 2020. Respondents include 
more than 195,000 students from 202 two-year and four-year institutions.

Fifty-eight percent of students who responded to the survey reported “experiencing basic needs insecurity.” Rates of basic 
needs insecurity were higher at two-year colleges in all categories except homelessness, where the rate matched that of  
four-year colleges. The chart below compares basic needs insecurity rates by sector.
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Source: The Hope Center for College, Community, and Justice, #RealCollege 2021: Basic Needs Insecurity During the 
Ongoing Pandemic. View the full report here: https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/RCReport2021.pdf.

As illustrated in the chart below, students of color were more likely to report experiencing basic needs insecurity, with 
Indigenous (75 percent), American Indian or Alaska Native (70 percent), and African American or Black (70 percent) students 
experiencing the highest rates of basic needs insecurity. Students who identified as LGBTQ were more likely to report 
experiencing basic needs insecurity than students who did not, and students who identified as female were more likely to 
report such insecurity than students who identified as male.

Note: Students could 
self-identify with 
multiple classifications. 

Disparities in Basic Needs Insecurity by Racial and Ethnic Identity, LGBTQ Status, and Gender Identity
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Basic Needs Insecurity Rates, by Sector
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Note: “Any BNI” includes food insecurity, housing insecurity, or homelessness. 


