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The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the primary federal entity for collecting and analyzing U.S. education 
data. NCES produces an annual report on the total number of postsecondary degrees conferred, by discipline and by 
sex. The charts below indicate that the number of degrees conferred in Communication, Journalism, and Related Fields 
continues to increase across all levels of higher education. The report also shows that women earned 65 percent of the 
total degrees awarded in the discipline in 2015. 
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Fall 2015, 
Completions component.

10,000

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

0

Number of Conferred Master’s Degrees in Communication,  
Journalism, and Related Programs, 1970–2015

1970 1975–
76

1980–
81

1985–
86

1990–
91

1995–
96

2000–
01

2005–
06

2010–
11

2013–
14

2014–
15

100,000

90,000

80,000

70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

0

Number of Conferred Bachelor’s Degrees in Communication,  
Journalism, and Related Programs, 1970–2015

1970 1975–
76

1980–
81

1985–
86

1990–
91

1995–
96

2000–
01

2005–
06

2010–
11

2013–
14

2014–
15

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

0

Number of Conferred Doctorates in Communication,  
Journalism, and Related Programs, 1970–2015

1970 1975–
76

1980–
81

1985–
86

1990–
91

1995–
96

2000–
01

2005–
06

2010–
11

2013–
14

2014–
15

385

259

6,765

2,816

58,799

31,851

   Female    Male


