
The Higher Education Research and Development Survey is the primary source of information on R&D expenditures at 
U.S. colleges and universities. The survey is an annual census of institutions that expended at least $150,000 in separately 
budgeted R&D in the fiscal year and collects information on R&D expenditures by field of research and source of funds, 
and gathers information on types of research and expenses and headcounts of R&D personnel. 

The top 10 U.S. universities that comprise the 2017 rankings for Federal Social and Behavior Science R&D include the 
following. The complete rankings can be found here: http://www.cossa.org/resources/sbs-r-d-rankings/

“Communication, Journalism, and Library Science” combines with the fields of Business and Management, Education, 
Humanities, Law, Social Work, and Visual and Performing Arts to comprise non-Science and Engineering fields. These 
disciplines combined for $3,623,963 in Federal R&D. Of these, the top five ranked “Communication, Journalism, and 
Library Science” institutions are as follows:
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Dollars in thousands.

I N S T I T U T I O N F E D E R A L  R & D  ( 2 0 1 5 )

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill $92,039,000

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor $88,373,000 

University of Maryland, College Park $58,793,000 

University of Pennsylvania $43,314,000 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities $38,279,000

The Pennsylvania State University, University Park and Hershey Medical Center $37,264,000

University of Washington, Seattle $36,876,000

Florida State University $31,382,000 

New York University $30,804,000  

Arizona State University $29,812,000 

I N S T I T U T I O N F E D E R A L  R & D  ( 2 0 1 5 )

University of Washington, Seattle $12,350

University of Southern California $10,265 

University of Pennsylvania $7,038 

University of Texas, Austin $7,679 

Northwestern University $6,667


