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The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the primary federal entity for collecting and analyzing data 
related to education in the United States and is housed within the U.S. Department of Education and the Institute 
of Education Sciences. NCES has reported on total postsecondary degrees conferred, by discipline, since 1970—
including for Communication, Journalism, and Related Programs.

N a t i o N a l  C o m m u N i C a t i o N  a s s o C i a t i o N M ay 2016  I   Vo lum e 6 ,  I s su e 4

C-Brief

Source: National Center for 
Education Statistics, Digest  
of Education Statistics, 2015

w w w . n a t C o m . o r g

10,000

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

0

number of Conferred master’s degrees in Communication,  
Journalism, and related Programs, 1970–2014

1970–
71

1,770

1975–
76

1980–
81

1985–
86

1990–
91

1995–
96

2000–
01

2005–
06

2010–
11

2013–
14

2,961 2,896

3,500
4,123

5,080 5,218

7,244

8,302

9,347

90,000

80,000

70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

0

number of Conferred Bachelor’s degrees in Communication,  
Journalism, and related Programs, 1970–2014

1970

10,324

1975–
76

1980–
81

1985–
86

1990–
91

1995–
96

2000–
01

2005–
06

2010–
11

2013–
14

20,045

29,428

41,666

51,650
47,320

58,013

73,955

83,231
87,604

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

0

number of Conferred doctorates in Communication,  
Journalism, and related Programs, 1970–2014

1970–
71

145

1975–
76

1980–
81

1985–
86

1990–
91

1995–
96

2000–
01

2005–
06

2010–
11

2013–
14

196
171

212
259

338
368

461

577
611


