
NCA conducted a review of 79 doctoral-granting programs in 
Communication (drawn from the list of programs ranked in the 2010 NRC 
study) and examined each program’s website for advertised research 
emphases. 32 separate areas of research and/or programmatic emphasis 
were identified (not including “other” or doctoral programs that do not 
identify research or program emphasis) from this review. 
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Table 1: Total Number of Research Areas of Emphasis  
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Applied Communication 

Nonverbal Communication 

Communication Theory 

Information Sciences 

Research Methods 

Communication Education/Pedagogy 

Media Ethics 

Media Law 

Race/Ethnicity/Diversity 

Environmental/Science Communication 

Communication Studies/Speech Communication 

Media & Society 

Media History 

Gender & Communication/ Feminist Studies 

Media Institutions 

Performance Studies 

Visual/Moving Image Communication 

Media Effects 

Strategic Communication/Public Relations 

Persuasion/Social Influence 

Critical/Cultural Studies 

Political Communication/ Political Economy 

Communication & Technology/CMC 

Mass/Media  Communication 

Media & Technology/New Media 

Other 

Global/International Communication 

Media Studies/Film & Television 

Intercultural Communication/ Communication & Culture 

Organizational Communication 

Health Communication 

Interpersonal Communication 

None 

Rhetoric 


