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Candidate Wants Right to Shoot *‘Wetbacks’

February 24, 2014 at 6:30 pm EDT By Taegan Goddard — Leave a Comment

should be allowed to shoot on sight anyone illegally crossing the border on to their land
and referred to such people as “wetbacks.”

the racial slur is as “normal as breathing air in South Texas.”
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A Dictionary of Social Science (1949)
New Words and Words in the News (1951)
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Originally a nick name for
Mexicans greaser, beane,
Pepper belly, either legally of
'“i*ﬂdlly In the country.
Originated in the American
Sm:thwws[ horder states, Texas;

“W Mexico, Arizona, and
Californig, Through common
Sage hag come to mean
Ulizang of any nation who haveé
"MMigrated here illegally-

—










OVERVIEW
wetback

QUICK REFERENCE

A Mexican living in the US, especially one who is an illegal immigrant, so named from the practice of swimming the Rio Grande to reach
the US.

From: wetback [ in The Oxford Dictionary of Phrase and Fable » g

“A Mexican living in the US, especially one who is an
illegal immigrant, so named from the practice of
swimmign the Rio Grande to reach the US.






“waded [across] the shallow river in sight of the
Border Patrol, which received them with formality,
herded them into temporary enclosures and
Immediately paroled them to . . . cotton growers,
- who trucked [them] . . . at once to the fields.”
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“The problem created by the presence in the United
States and the continued entry of hundreds of
thousands of farm workers who have streamed
llegally across the Mexican border.”
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ALIJIENS IN SWARMS TEST US. BORDERS
:801970"} Times (1857-Current file); May 31, 1948: ProQuest Historical Mewspapers The New York Tuses

ALIENS IN SWARMS
TEST U. S. BORDERS

WASHINGTON, May 30 P —
B:g* land, sea and air thousands of
aliens are trying to get into this
country illegally. Some make it

but most do not.
The swarm streaming acrossour

borders has reached an “unprece-
dented volume,” according to the

Immigration and Naturalization

Service.

In 1944 more than 33,500 were
apprehended by border patrols and
sent back to where they came
from. In 1946 the number was
100.785. If the present rate of ap-

maintained for the
number will

prehensions is
cent in-

rest of this year the
~xoced 200,000, a 100 per

croase in two years.

New York Times, 1948
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MEXICO:

Wetback Flood
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!_)1'0_1'(')5 __ pulled “dowi - over their weary
faces and their bare toes tracing patterns
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sm_:_aking through the fence

more than two a minute, day and night.
the whole month. And for cvery un; ot
them. two or three probably “sneaked
through undetected. More  and ‘more
wethacks jump the border every year.
Last vear 618,000 were canght, and on
the basis of o tremendous influx in the
first four months of this year, officials
betiove the 1953 total will reach 876.000.
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“What, then, is race? It is a vast family of human
beings, generally of common blood and
language, always of common history, traditions,
and impulses, who are both voluntarily and

involuntarily striving together for the
accomphshmert of Certam more or Iess V|V|dly

]
“onceived @ oS0 e e e
{‘ AR NA ME St s e R T o S B e Nk e S

N e ) <P e, g o
- il B T
R R T L e S g T "*"-'.':






“Race is a practice - an ongoing discursive process of
racing individuals that must be maintained in order to
survive. The categories accepted as natual and
Inevitable . . . must consistenty be called upon, called
forth if you will, for without possessing ontological
groundmg the ‘truths of ramal categorlzatlon and
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“seemingly natural but finally unstable logic of race”
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“America . . . desperately requires the body to
speak the ‘truth’ [of race] . . . and is destabilized
by the possibility that the body will ‘fail’ to

articulate this ‘truth.
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“The visible markers [presumed racial phenotypes]
may then be interpreted as outer signs of an
essential, immutable, inner moral-intellectual

character, and that character, in its t
by physical ‘difference’ - is sum
exp ain the social value attached .
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“It I1s discursive power that ‘makes
race perceptible, because it teaches or
Instructs people to read by it.”
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Raclal Recognition

the compulsive seeing and finding of likeness that
resists reducing likeness to mutuality
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CAUGHT BY THE CAMERA'S FLASH, TWO WETBACHKS SWING ABOARD A NORTHEOUND FREIGHT TRAIN AFTER SUCCESSFULLY GETTING ACROSS U.S. BORDER

(BAKY SWARM I

All this spring southern California has been
under invasion by a Mexican army as plente.
ous, gentle and persistent as a spring rain. The
ks, as thev are called because I':'n-_\ often
cross the border by fording a river, are Mexican
laborers who come over ill illv by the thou-
sands to rl_'r'j jni‘w for a few davs as ",-.lnan ];1|'r|-l'q
on nearby vegetable farms. or sometimes hop
freigats (above) to longer-lived jobs farther
north. Seven out of eight are l[lli|'|»-.|'. caught
by border patrols (next pige) and returned to

- -

PHCTOGRAPHED FOR LIFE BY LOOMIS DEAN

Mexico from which rh--_-. |-.|tir-!|.1|} slart out
again for the U.S. Of the rest, most work briefly
and return to Mexico of their own accord, jin-
gling a 515 to 820 fortune.

To the whole 1.500-mile border area, and
especially California where this trafhic is heavi-
est, the wethacks pose a major problem. With
American stoop labor scarce, and the legal im-
portation of Mexican labor strangled in red
I,i|ll" maost Browcers 'M‘|l'|-ll'll‘ wWelbacks, espe-

cially since they work for half U.S. wages. But

MEXICANS DISRUPT BORDER ECONOMY
BY SNEAKING OVER FOR LOW WAGES

I|!||'_'-. also r]:'|ll'|'-- wage rates, lower local liv-
ing standards, take money out of the U.S. and
unwittingly furnish protective cover for more
dangerous aliens to sneak into the country.
Last week the Senate was l_'nll.--llll']‘i'll_,'_: a bill to
provide for sereening and transporting Mexi-
can labor to this country at U.S. expense. Labor
would be contracted for by growers who would
guarantee wages and living conditions. The hill
is expected to become law by July 1. It may ——or
may nol—put an end to the wetback invasion.

33

Life, 1951



FARMING:
The Mexican Wetbacks

As farmers standing on the American

side of the border gave the signal last
weck., thousands of Mexican migratory

workers in full view of Mexican and United
States authorities ssvarmed over the bridges
frorh Cuidad Judrez into El Paso. Texas.

With thousands of acres of crops awaiting
harvest. United States immigration offi-
cials in El Paso for the first time in border
history dropped the bars completely.

As the Mexicans crossed. they were
placed under technical arrest. paroled to
the Texas Employment Commission, and
loaded on trucks headed for the fields. n
the cotton farms of the Upper Rio Grande
Valley they would pick 90 per cent -of the
1948 crop. The “wetback” invasion had
become so great that part of it was “dry-

hack.”

-

Newsweek, 1948



“the actual number of wetbacks”




“wetback problem”
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“Mexican nationals . . . pour unlawfully across the
border. The illegals, or ‘wetbacks’ - a name derived
from their fording of the Rio Grande river - comprise
- 400,000 of our one million migratory laborers.”
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“Aside from the fact that it is a monstrous example of
publicly countenanced law-breaking, the traftic inflicts
iIncalculable economic and social damage on the
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“The Mexican wetback Is the hardest-working
farm laborer in the world. After all, the only thing
he wants Is to work.”
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1

he Mexican national may be paid fifty cents an

hour, with a shack to live in; the wetback will work for
twenty to thirty cent an hour and live in the brush. An

American fami
cannot survive o

Amencans won 't do stoop labor.

y, regard

ess of livi

N fifty cer
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Ng standards,
. And, anyway,
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hey aspire to
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“How about being in a drugstore and three Mexicans
entered reaking [sic] with filth and odor so bad it was
nauseating, and the three enjoying their appearance

while clean people were at tables partaking food. How
about being on a bus and having lice drop down In
~your lap from a d'rty I\/IeX|Can standmg |n the a|sle
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“They [wetbacks

dare

[SiC]

10ve

Nerc

S dar

ed together in insanitary
d shanties.”




‘| have seen, with my ow
shacks and sheds, gett

d

Sdll

nd cook wi

itary facilit

In

th, out of Ir

N eyes, people living in t
ng their own water to dr

Nese

rigation ditches, no type of
ies, bathing or toilet facilities of any
sight; living in shacks | wouldn't put a horse In.”
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“Wherever they go, wetbacks depress standards of
wages and working conditions.”
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“To try and stop them is like trying to stop birds from
migrating.”




“Like ants, they're swarming over the desert like ants.”




‘[Wetbacks] swarmed to the border by the tens of

faceless thousands. They milled briefly amid slinking
dogs and the neon-lighted stench of Mexicali and
| twen streamed furt|vely and end essly across the
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“Mexican workers are now being loaded like work
animals onto trucks.”
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Tweo Every Minute
Across the Border
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Dulles Assured
France Seeking
"Honor' Peace

WASHINGTON, —(/—
Secretary of State John
Foster Dwulles reported 1o
President Dwight D. l-_lten-
hower Thursday th
France's premicr has as-

sured him he will dgree toa

surrender peace in order

the Indo-China war. I

placed informanis ho!

joced this said Dulles, eart-| LOTNEY said it waol

by France's views, hag rec-
ded that United States

e iteell with any reason-

ahle Indo-China rettiement, even
thmegh 1t may not like it.

THIS NEW DULLES attitude
represents & change in policy be-
causg until his conferences in
Paris with Premier Mendes
France be favored denouncing
any partitlon pettlement and re-
furing to assoclate In lﬂ)’ na)
with i

The secretary after {wo dau u!
secret talks with the French lead-
er and Brilish Foreign Secretary
Anthony Eden, however, has de-
cided the US. should go along
with & seitlement If It Is deemed
reswarahis Ror he hae mads It

1 u
om0

Soap Box Derby Tryouts
See Story, Photos Page 12A

Yarborough Backs
Bonus For Vets

AY ASBOCIATED PREFS . T
Ralph Yarlwrough said Thursday night he will pet

te bonus for World War II and Kot an veterans
if elected governor.

In a television speech at Texarkana, the Austin at-
i be financed by a state bond issue.

CONTEST RESULTS
N FRIDAY NEWS

words, ix published earh
day on the Fun and
pake  of the Expr
Magazine.

Last week's prize for a cor-
rect solution was $#. Heep
vour eves open Friday lor Jast
Sunday’s results.

i

THE BONIY jxsue wonihl require
2 aonstittional amendment and
. have to e rmnl nll in In-

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS FI!DA‘I’ JU'LY 16, ‘.954

Denist Tells

0f Slaying of
\Wife's Suitor

LLEGAN, Mich—(UP).

v dentist Kénneth B,
mnl] allcrnato[v

|3:I1|| shouling,

iry

immer lmmu
where he shot and killed
!7ie \\‘ifL"s New York suitor,
yvear-old Detroit den-| .
st on ||nl fnr first degree mur-|
der in the slaving of Jules La
te=tifiedd as his trial ne
i, !
THE COURTROOM was cieared;
ol e\er\unt but  new spien nnd

idue F
| all =

ﬂ! I 1w glaws du_ﬂl
It who stalked mto the

rI mlr anil ather Memorial [Jn\

s watched, traved
ailing up to the tho

- img Tor the jury.

San Antonio Express, 1954
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Roundup Nabs 5000 We’rbacks

| - ———r e —

El Paso Center

Ry CLARENCE J. LaROCHE

Stafl Writer

McALLEN—The bigge:
roundup of wetbacks In th
history of Texas topped th
5,000 mark 11te Thursda
as the U. 5. Immigratic
Service drove hard to rl
South’ Texas of illegal

“entered Mexican aliens,
v night, Fletch

for this are

sail more than 5000 aliens b
Lern roundes) up,

AND AT LEAST a fairth

a special bus lift o El Paso, T
aliens will be deporied Into Me
¢o &t ¥l Pasa. From Cicdad Jr
rex, acrosa from El Pase; th
will be handled hy the Mexic
goverament.

The vawn-todust drive to rov
up every welback in this T
agriculiural empire openea on !
fronts at 5:30 a.m. Thursday,

One drive, In upper Hid:
County, fanned out from Pa
headnuarters at  Edinburg.
other task force launched its d

. in_upper Cameron Cournty
Willacy County from base h
quarters at larlingen.

Heading the command pos
Edinburg was George W, Hi
son & vetéran of 15 vexrsser
with the Lorder patrol. Harr

. I8 regufarly statiooed &t Ma
Fioteher Kanls was in ove
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"PRICE: 10 Cents By TOM: MacCABE
- McALLEN, Tex., July 17— UP—

- . e —]Harlon—Carter,ch! th or-
der Patrol, estimated Saturday that -~ -+

-
y i e mors than 10,000 Mexicans who
slipped into this country have
been selzed for deportation in the
‘ last three days of ““Operation Wet-
back™ in the lower-.Rlo Grande
. " .
i ' v::u"{" said the roundup “has

_very smoothly all the way
ﬁnun‘}: He said not a single shot

7 l . . mass appre-
Hurl French Halt \Warrants. HEEE

UNDAY, JULY 18, 1954 FINAL EDITION

o [ty

The border patrol chlef said he

paign CommuniS'S‘ Served Pandag The drive began
= Twin Drives |13 Others st

) i head even-day week untll
By JEAN BAXRE SAN DIEGO Tex, July 17—UP | 0N JOw, e the Lower Rio

HANOI, Indo - China, July 17 — | =George Parr, the fabled South | oo nq."valley was deported.
Teaxs polftical boss, Saturday was
UP—Some 10,000 tank-led French | charge with conspirscy *to ge-| He sald the mass pickup of al-
gl !t »

troops, under an umbrella of Nght | prive the Benavides independent iens was only the
planes, have hammered Red rebel :c:ool t]ii:firic;i of more than $50." ﬁ:ﬁ'“‘ﬁ?tplff&??fﬁﬂﬁ"fhﬁ‘.uey
i ealed indictment against . i 4
forces back in twin drives west| A sealed indictmen e;ﬂl:p“‘rrﬁ;:; to prevent welbacks from return-
and northeast of beleaguered Han- | g In,
A | by a Duval county grand jury. The | 8.
o, the French high command an- | pames of those indicted wers not Moves Over Valley
nounced Saturday. made public until warrants were | The patrol methodically moves
The biggest and mosf sustalmed | served—en-them Saturday, - | from one section of the Valley to
French offensive since they pulled | Eleven of Parr's supporte; another, Tever—announcing—ahead |
oul of the southern Red River delta | cluding his brother, Gives A of time where it will strike next.
two weeks ago slammed the Reds | of Alice, were charged with con- | Small planes fly low to spol con-
back several,miles from the main | spiracy to deprive the Benavides | ¢entrations. of .aliens, and then
highway from Hanol to isolated | school district. Jeeps and trucks swarm in to pre-
Son 25 miles west of the Ton-| Two Parr backers later Satur.| vent the allens from escaping.
elta capital. g:y posted $2,500 bond for the| Patrol pllots said Saturday that
Tanks led another force of 5,000 | “‘'duke’ of Duval, many of the informal camps where
tough Moroccans, paratroopers and| Parr already has been Indicted | wetbacks gather while looking for
:‘:;nf: ;_Aglo:n;h';s in closing a 3:' L l‘?‘;lrgéholhnuuu with Intent | work were deserted. Carter said
e B0 french defenses northeast murder Christobal Ybanez, who | most apprehension d
=] of _Hamot; “ between - Luc-Nam -and {-12ughed at. Parr_on_a San [Hego | either ir‘:’p the c.lmp: o‘:e;; 1Tramg
Phu Lang Thuong. street cormer -last- August. - | where ™ ths welbicks were-picking— - -
dﬂéi:ﬂ:ec;rfﬂ:nk force recaptur.| Parr has contended that the | Cotton.
p n ousting the Reds | Present Duval grand jury (s stack-| C
:’l;o :url“’le'h:, dvm Namese garri- etlil :gnimt him and tjhli' v’lr:u:'l:ly lﬂe;ﬂe:li‘:ﬂm;:ﬁd lleg'lm?h:o \}il?ggur
R raday, ;mivpe jurg;! are members._cnf the | on their own, in preference' to be-
e drive to close the Llines arr “Freedom Party. ing deported through El Paso
around the Luc Nam strongpoint | All those indicted Friday were Thousands of ali :
trapped some regular Communtst | officials or employes of either the | the su "é{ o Alny walted n
Viet Minh troops and French fn. | Texas State Bank of Alice or'the | det tin' e MeAllen
oy ot | Beatides vl e o | rgaedevery Srato ol
3 ush the Reds out of hid. | George Parr and G 3 nlo
ing In the paddies and vitls . i vens Pdrr,)service to take wethacks to El
the ares. gey of -—+Continued_on P (Continued On Page 5.)

Comp Erulln was wrecked b ' i | .
the Communists befo, 4 E ; |
could"reuke it, the h;:hmc;n{g:‘:g .

said. "Ity bulldings were destroyed

and barbed wire entag) t dyna- N -
mited by Vth‘e retruting";e:is. m INUED E |
The attacks around Lue Nam and
Not only was op. on_of 2 -

!hether drive by 5000 Fr, nek o D

Laredo Times, 1954




tion, whnh members had de(ldcd taxable pror.mr‘tj,r and ‘who other-|decke.
at thelr Jast meeting to hold. wise are quali{ied may votle in the Mayor

There will be two election boxes, | election. ' S. Johnso
one for the nrea north o Harn- One box will be at the hre sta- | dent, @an
mun tlu ot‘wr souur -tmn and the 0 thér at (.Jleun) I o

50 000Wethacks -

York and
substantiaj
000 000

~ Aljens No Longer Charged
For Deportation-Bus Fare——|i&%.5

York deal

have cither been deported or have | charged a maximum of §10 for the Commis
| first obje

left the Lower Rio Grande Valley | trip.  for as lo

More than 50 000 illegal Hemlinglnn“ He sald aliena had been

of their own accord in the f:rqH Aliens are taxen 600 miles from

weok of the Border Patrol's “*Op-|the Valley for deportation In the

eration Wetback, patrol officials | hope they will- not return.

caid Wednesday. | C. B. Ray, manager of the Val-
District Patrol Chief Fletcher |ley Farm Bureau, said the reason

gomeone

Edinburg Daily Review, 1954









1999 - 2018 Recorded Migrant Deaths and Humane Borders Water Stations
- : . I :—'- " - . I | - ,""-f _ . Lf- ; NAVA .Wat:r-;lations o -
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Humane Borders
Fronteras Compasivas
P.O Box 72024

Tucson, AZ 86726 *
520-398-5053
www.humaneborders.org

Migrant Death Data Sources:

. ]
. DOUGLAS *
Between October, 1999 and December 2018 Humane Borders collected data on 3339 migrant deaths.
Some dots represent more than one death. Over the past 18 years, Humane Borders deployed o 10
equipment for over 80 water stations at remote, strategic locations in Mexico and the USA.
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“Operation Wetback”: The 1954 mass
deportation scheme praised by Donald
Trump

Though the United States has since abandoned the racial epithets in

operation names, its legacy lingers

%& Timeline
s Feb 20,2018 - 2 min read

“Though the United States has since abandoned
the racial epithets its operation names, its legacy lingers.”
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NATIVE AMERICAN GIRL VOLLEYBALL PLAYERS CALLED
“SAVAGES” DURING VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

LEVI RICKERT / CURRENTS
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